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“Making a positive difference in the lives of children.” 
 

 

 

 

 

421 Yoctangee Parkway 

Chillicothe, Ohio 45601-3597 

(740) 702-2287 

 

Department:  _______________________CHS Science Department_______________________  

 

 

Department Goal:  The ENTIRE department commits to working every day to support this 

department goal in every course taught at CHS. 

 

 

Our goal is two-fold:  The science department would like to 1) meet the OGT indicator required by the state 

(75%), thereby raising it ~4%.  2) Support our upper level students by encouraging them to take Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics throughout high school since data show that students who take all three courses tend 

to score higher on the ACT in the science area. 

 

 

Department Weakness(es):  Use data provided. 

 

 

Physical Science is our weakest strand at this point.  It has decreased in percentage since 2008 with 

exception of 2010 (44.0%), and then continued to decrease during years 2011 (38.6%) and 2012 (37.4%). 

Hard to see change this year since score benchmarks will essentially be raised. 

Some of the Physical Science concepts sit in the students’ heads through one whole year and another half of 

a year until they take the OGT; unlike Bio, where the information is rather fresh during their sophomore 

year.  This year’s sophomores will be at a disadvantage because having had physical science last year, they 

will not be reflected in 2013 OGT scores.   

 

 

Department Strengths:  Use data provided. 

 

 

A plus is that the ‘below’ category has been reduced, while the shift from ‘below’ to ‘at’ has gone up. 

The number of Advanced students has steadily increased with the exception of 2008-09. This year, it 

increase 9.42%.   

 

 

Data to Support Department Goal:  Use data provided. 

 

 

Data shows passing is 75%, and this year we were at 71.4%. We think this is attainable and measurable due 

to our increase in passage rate last year.  From 2009-11, Advanced went from 18.1% to 19.2%.  In 2012, it 

went from 19.2% to 28.44%.  Our accelerated went from 20.1% to 22.22% in 2012.  Limited dropped from 

7.7% (2011) to 5.78% (2012).  Scientific Ways of Knowing in 2011 was 39.0% and in 2012 went to 48.5%.  

Our overall jump on 2011 was from 64.1% to 71.56%. 
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“Making a positive difference in the lives of children.” 
 

 

Action Plan to reach Department Goal:  How will you achieve this department goal?  What will it look 

like in the classroom on a daily basis? 

 

 

So to strengthen the weakness of Physical Science this year, Biology and Life Science teachers will have to 

review Physical Science concepts, whenever possible.  We will use Physical Science bellringers, exit 

questions, and data analysis to help with this.  We will continue with acquisition of vocabulary and Scientific 

Ways of Knowing.   

 

 

Assessing Department Goal:  How will you assess and monitor the likelihood of your department 

achieving the set department goal? 

 

Formative and summative common assessments; using common assessments, we will report to our 

department meetings of how the progress is toward our goal.  We will also have OGT data to utilize. 

 

 

 


